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President’s Message. . .  

Random Musings 

I was lying in bed, unable to sleep, listening to the wind blow the plastic 

that we had put up around the eaves of the house.  We had put the 

plastic sheeting up to thwart the swallows for nest building.  It worked too.  

We only have six nests instead of the hundreds.  Last year we felt like we 

were in a set from the movie, The Birds. 

But I digress.  I was unable to sleep, not because the wind was blowing 

the plastic, but because today I am leaving for the selection trials for 

WEG, and 4:00 am is the time all those little doubts start creeping in.  

Have I prepared the riders to so what we will ask them?  What if I 

misjudge the pace of the trail?  What if someone overrides his or her 

horse to ride at the pace I have asked for?  How will I have my horse 

ready for Tevis if I am going to be gone for two weeks?  When will I have 

time to write the president’s message?  Normally I fall back to sleep, the 

sun comes up and along with it, my confidence.  This morning, however, I 

realized I could solve sleeplessness by actually doing something, so here 

I am at my computer at 5:00 am writing the PM.  Killing two birds with one 

stone, so to speak, and without disturbing or harming any swallows. 

To choose riders for the WEG (World Equestrian Games), a series of 

three selection trials will beheld around the country – Danville, IL, Fair 

Hill, MD, and Prineville, OR. All three venues have the same distance trail 

and ride loop lengths – 17, 24, 11, 17, 11 miles, for a total of 80 miles.  

Riders will be asked to ride in groups of 4 to 6 and ride at the paces given 

to them.  The pace will be equivalent to an eight hour 100.  We already 

have 6 horses in the US that have proven themselves at this speed, and I 

anticipate another 10-15 horses will be ready to step up to the plate.  But 

you can’t help but worry.  Because horses are scattered all over the 

country I can’t know for sure how everyone is training.  I can loop at the 

GPS records to see workouts, speeds and distances and I know some 

horses and rider are ready to meet our goals.  We want horses to come 

through the trials sound and healthy 

 

Riders have the option to come to the second selection trial in August.  

Those who have met our goals at the June trial and have sound horses 

may only need to ride 40-60 miles.  We have the option to stop them 

early.  Horses that had an issue in June or are now more fit will have to 

do the full 80 miles.   

                                                     …Continued on next page…. 
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????? POP QUIZ TIME ????? 
 
True or False: A very thirsty horse will not eat, even if he 
is extremely hungry. 
 
Have a question you think will stump the rest of the club? 
Send it in, along with the answer and we will include it in 
the next “Quipster” edition!  

Answers to the June Pop quiz: How hard is it for 
your horse to break his clavicle?  
 
Impossible! Horses do not have clavicles! 
(Good job, Lori McIntosh!) 
 

=========================================== 

"A Blessing" 
by James Wright 

 
Contributed by Judith Ogus 

Just off the Highway to Rochester, Minnesota 
Twilight bounds softly forth on the grass. 
And the eyes of those two Indian ponies 

Darken with kindness. 
They have come gladly out of the willows 

To welcome my friend and me. 
We step over the barbed wire into the pasture 
Where they have been grazing all day, alone. 

They ripple tensely, they can hardly contain their 
happiness 

That we have come. 
They bow shyly as wet swans.  

They love each other. 
There is no loneliness like theirs. 

At home once more, 
They begin munching the young tufts of spring in the 

darkness. 
I would like to hold the slenderer one  

in my arms, 
For she has walked over to me 

And nuzzled my left hand. 
She is black and white, 

Her mane falls wild on her forehead, 
And the light breeze moves me  

to caress her long ear 
That is delicate as the skin over a girl's wrist. 

Suddenly I realize 
That if I stepped out of my body I would break 

Into blossom. 

 
 

 
 

President’s message, continued… 
 

Ten horse/rider combinations will be named by 

August 16 to go to KY.  On September 1
st
 we 

will meet in Shaker Village, KY for 3 weeks of 

training. On September 18, the final five riders 

will be chosen.  That’s right, five. It used to be 

the host country could field a team of 12 riders.  

But the rules have changed and now the horst 

country gets the same field as everyone else – 

five riders. 

The goal is to send the best horse/rider teams 

capable of winning medals.  That we have 

some depth to choose from this year will make 

selection difficult, and a difficult selection is a 

luxury.   

The Quicksilver Club has three riders vying for 

a place on the team, Michele Roush and 

Heather and Jeremy Reynolds.  Michele will be 

at the Danville, IL (her horse is in Texas), trial 

and Heather and Jeremy will at the Oregon 

Trial.  I know they would appreciate some good 

luck words from you.   

So, how to resolve my other problem, getting 

my horse ready for Tevis while I am gone? 

Well, he just did Lori Oleson’s ride, Just Coe 

Crazy, a tough, hot bugger with over 7600 feet 

of climb (that’s half of the Tevis climb).  He 

could use little time off.  He will also go to 

Heather and Jeremy’s and work in the exerciser 

three hours a day at a nice brisk walk.  We are 

finding walking adds a layer of fitness to the 

horses without having to work them hard and 

risk unsoundness.  When I get back He will get 

some shoes and should be ready to start riding.  

I hope he is because after 12 days of cross 

country travel and watching other people ride, I 

will be more than ready to ride myself. 

Please accept my apology for not making the 

meeting at Sandy Holder’s.  I thought I was 

scheduled to leave on Thursday, but it turns out 

I leave today (Tuesday).  I know Ildi will have 

run a good meeting and you will have enjoyed 

seeing Joe Elliot perform his magic on horses. 

See you this month at our house for the hot dog 

BBQ! 

Becky 



 

 

QSER M eeting M inUTES 

No minutes this month.  

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

QUICKSILVER ENDURANCE RIDERS, INC. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

JUNE, 2010 

 

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT BALANCE 

   

GENERAL ACCOUNT  $ 3,887.40 

EXPENSES:   

     CHECK PRINTING $ 40.73  

     ONE STEP CLOSER (DONATION)     50.00  

      ADAM HERBAL (DANCE INSTRUCTOR)     50.00  

INCOME:   

     DUES $   80.00  

     VOIDED CHECK (DANCE INSTRUCTOR)     125.00  

ENDING BALANCE  $  3,951.76 

   

TRAILS $ 1,072.09  

JUNIOR       453.60  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate  
Independence  

day!!! 

 

We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their 

Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness. 

 

We, therefore, the 

Representatives of the 

united States of America, in 

General Congress, 

Assembled, appealing to 

the Supreme Judge of the 

world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the 

Name, and by Authority of 

the good People of these 

Colonies, solemnly publish 

and declare, That these 

United Colonies are, and of 

Right ought to be Free and 

Independent States… 

Our heartfelt 

sympathy goes out to 

Heather and Jeremy 

Reynolds on the sad 

and untimely death 

of their wonderful 

horse Makazin. We 

grieve with you. 

Tevis Memories…  I was telling Julie Suhr that I finally got to cross 

“No Hands Bridge” last week and how scary/wonderful it was. I just 

have to share her response!:  

 

 “when Barb and I started, there were no railings on No Hands 

which is how it got its name. But some of my most memorable 

experiences will always be crossing that bridge in the dark, with a 

big moon shining on the river below and knowing that you have just 

a few more miles to go. It is really a very spiritual moment and in 

your heart you wish the bridge were longer because you don't want 

the day to ever end. I can't explain it properly, but you get the idea”. 

 

Yes, I think we do get the wonderful idea… 

 

Elisabet 



Cathy Kauer reports on the last Quicksilver meeting….   It was a great party after all. 
We decided to make a fantastic dinner, however,  kindly left Sandy's wines intact - with 
the minor exception of her rarest and finest, the Martinelli's and all the Dom Perignon we 
could dig out of her wine cellar. We must eat there more often..... 
 
The demo was very interesting, simply explained by Joe and Cindy. They described 
releasing endorphins / serotonin via pressing on the nerve lines which follow the spine 

on either side a few inches down from spine centerline, from the head to tail and also bringing your 
horse into contact with you via certain pressure points.  They have a clinic for $150 July 17 and 
August 14. (Call 831-634-1049 for more information on the clinic or see the flyer in the June Quips) 

Congratulations to Karen Chaton and Granite Chief on his 10,000 mile achievement!  
Way to go, go, go! 

 

 

Postcards from the edge… 

Marvin received this postcard from 

Lars and he though you all would like 

to read it. 

If your picture was on the calendar, 

you are now famous in Norway! 

Enjoy! 

Did you know that… 
 
In Kentucky, it is illegal for a woman 
to appear in a bathing suit on a 
highway unless she is: escorted by at 
least two police officers; armed with a 
club; or lighter than 90 pounds or 
heavier than 200 pounds. The 
ordinance also specifically exempts 
female horses from such restrictions. 

 
It is illegal to fish from horseback in 
Washington D.C, Colorado, and Utah. 

Tennessee prohibits riders from 
lassoing fish. 
 
A misworded ordinance in Wolf Point, 
Montana states that: "No horse shall 
be allowed in public without its owner 
wearing a halter."  

In South Carolina, no horses are 
allowed into Fountain Inn unless they 
are wearing pants. 

 



 
 

Mystery photo! 

 

 

 

 

Learning P & R at Coe Crazy    

By Elaine Elbizri 

Many thanks to Lori Oleson for taking me on and allowing me to try out my skills at the second vet check. 

I had been checking my horses pulse for two years and before Coe Crazy I practiced on horses as they came in 
from the trails around our ranch. I felt prepared and asked Lori if I could help out at the ride.   At base camp the 
night before the ride I got some tips from the vet who showed me exactly where to place my stethoscope and said it 
would be easy to pick up the heart beat when the horses come in from the ride.  Pulse taking is not the same on a 
Saturday afternoon among the rolling hills of Henry Coe State Park with hot and tired horses and riders coming in 
from a demanding trail.  At the vet check volunteers, riders, vets & horses were all crowding the small area of shade 
allowed us by penetrating sunshine.  

 In my eagerness to do my job I let a horse through whose rapid respiration rate was visible to all.  Fortunately my 
fellow P & R person saw it.  After that I focused.  Horses and riders showed up in groups of two or three in varying 
states.  Some stopped at the stream nearby, horses got a good drink riders cooled themselves.  More competitive 
riders came straight into the vet check hoping to pulse down in seconds.  I was not going to give them a time until I 
convinced myself they had come down at least to 60 beats per minute.  I knew I was on the right track when I got 
pulses of 54 on two horses.  The one that sticks in my mind is a very eager rider who checked his horses leg pulse 
and insisted it was 60, each time I listened I got 64.  My concern about having let someone in would not let me 
settle this until I heard the 60 beats.  I learned to direct riders to the water trough before even checking the pulse 
when I could see the horse still had a very high respiration rate.  My stethoscope did not always pick up those 
heavy beats I had expected and it often took me a while to get a sound at all.  (A good stethoscope costs around 
$200. I paid $7 including S & H for mine - what a cheap skate.)   

I learned a lot about taking pulses but I was also able to observe riders’ and horses’ behavior as they arrived at the 
vet check.  During my own rides last year, I was only aware of how the experience affected me and my horse but on 
this occasion I learned from those who knew exactly what this was all about.  They loosened girths, removed 
saddles, took their horses to water, soaked and sponged their necks and shoulders and offered them hay and 
carrots.  And from others who were overcome with the heat and the ride and came in dazed and in need of R & R.  
We assured them that the last five miles was an easy ride with creeks to cool them and no steep hills.   I made a 
mental note from a rider who complained of blisters on her feet, she hadn’t realized there would be so much foot 
work and wore her riding boots instead of athletic or hiking shoes – that is something to put on my list of things to 
watch out for!! 

My next endurance ride experience will be Mount Diablo P & R – see you there. 

Maryben sent this photo… do you 

know the riders?  We do not know 

who rider #1 is, (starting from the 

left), but we do know the rest.  

 

Do you recognize anyone?? Are 

YOU in the photo?  Send us a note 

and let us know or take a guess!  

We’ll let you know next month. 

 

“Nothing sucks more than that 

moment during an argument 

when you realize you're wrong.”  



Nicaragua with visit to Mombacho Volcano  
(part two of Lori’s trip to Nicaragua account) 
by Lori McIntosh 
 
MARCH 17, 2010 
 
After touring the quaint town of Granada in the morning, having an amazing breakfast, I decide that you can get a good 
feel of the town in a day and a half. Visit the islands and a volcano, smoke a cigar, have some excellent local fish and you 
are good to go. The ladies from New York, Sandy and Claire went to Masaya Volcano the day before and said it was quite 
a drive and were surrounded by sulfur which tended to burn the eyes. Lots of adorable dogs and while walking around in 

the morning I hook up with “Sticky”, a little brown dog who followed me everywhere for 
two hours. He became my surrogate Odin.   Liza was sleeping so I trekked around 
town taking pictures early in the morning. Trixi had warned us that the town could get 
very hot as there are no trees, therefore no shade. While I walked in and out of hotel 
lobbies checking out their flora and fauna preparing myself for our volcano tour, there 
was Sticky, outside, waiting for me. I could hear his claws pitter patter behind me. 
Dogs barked at him, otherwise they leave you alone. Not like in Mexico, pester, 
pester, pester. Sticky would stop and sniff trash from the restaurants and shops and 
then trot alongside me. Home owners would shu shu them away so it seemed like the 
smart dogs hung around storefronts. On my way back to the hotel, wondering what to 
do with Sticky, this white lady walks by and suddenly Sticky flips out, jumps up at her, 
cries, whimpers, and she starts crying too for “my boy, my boy”.  I was happy he found 
his owner but a bit jealous he left me. I knew this was a special dog who had been 
humanized by someone. He was just too polite and sweet to be a stray. 
 
Liza and decided to stay local and drive to Mombacho which was about 15 minutes 
outside of town. Of course I drive right past it since the sign said Mombacho zip lining 
tours with no mention of a volcano. As we drive another 10 minutes, looking at 
everything, especially horses on the side of the freeway, we realize the volcano is not 
in the direction we are heading. Hummm. Ask directions from some friendly policemen 
and go back to the zip lining tour. We ride up the mountain in these huge open “green 

friendly” trucks with 2 girls speaking French from Canada and an elderly couple from Canada. We saw another bus that 
was packed so we scored with only 6 of us. No, they are not 
here for 6 days, but for 6 weeks. Geeze!!! We saw a monkey 
climbing the trees and I have a few on video that I must 
download soon from the islands. I haven’t had a vacation that 
long since I was 14 years old. Even then, I was working my 
summers teaching kids how to ride a pony. 
 
Anyway, we hire a 24 year old, kind of cute, local Nicaraguan 
as our guide for $15 and an hour and a half of his undivided 
attention. He explains a great deal about the ecology of the 
volcano. Amazing. We learned all about what makes an orchid 

different from other 
flowers, touched ferns that 
shriveled up with a light 
touch, put our hands in 
little holes that were full of 
heat, looked into steamy 
crevices and got some hard facts about  Lake Nicaragua, the islets, and all of its 
surroundings. I must say that was the best $15 one could ever spend if they are in 
any way interested in nature. 
 
 
After our geography lesson, we took a carriage ride back in town, (a must when 
visiting according to both our guide books) and learned more about the history of the 
buildings. I read about William Walker from Tennessee who was hired to shake up 
the politicians in power back in the mid 1800s and our carriage driver took us right to 
his house where the horses had a drink. I liked that!!! The house and the fact that the 
horses had a chance to drink fresh water. Later, we were given a nice restaurant to 
go to that was 100% patronized by gringos. Interesting. I still had my $2.50 Mojito so I 
was happy. 



 



 



 

Classifieds…. 

2 rooms and bathroom for rent.  

$675.00   Can be furnished or 

unfurnished.  Call Steve at  408  

997-0368   Almaden area 

======================= 

ITA Chicashah Bey, 

AERC#:H34253 

Arabian, 15 hand, Bay, 11 year old 

gelding.  Bey is an energetic 

fun horse.  He is very personable.  

He can Top Ten whatever ride you 

would like to do. 

He would do well at Tevis. 

$8000 OBO 

 Heather Reynolds 408 687 7082 

======================== 

I have a black FreeForm treeless 

saddle with leathers and a mohair 

girth for sale.  18" seat, used very 

little, in great shape.  $1250. 

Barbara McCrary 

bigcreekranch@wildblue.net 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
2001 Black Bay, handsome, 

gelding prospect.  15.1 hh. No 

AERC record, clean legs.  

Forward, enjoys the trail, 4.8 mph 

walk, nice smooth canter.  Needs 

experienced rider. $3,000. Email 

alex@northcpa.com  

or call 209-962-8900. 

 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
NEW portable corral system:  

Backed by Parelli and others.  

Light weight, very easy to set up, 

attaches to your trailer.  Call or 

email me and I can send a short 

video presentation.  

Wendy Ebster 

horsewife@ymail.com 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

Wendy Ebster writes: I have a new 

job:  helping Haul Your Horse get 

trailers on their site.  

www.haulyourhorse.com 

 

Haul Your Horse is a website 

where anyone can rent a trailer; 

for a day, weekend, or longer.  

I will get a commission for any 

trailer I get on the site and gets 

rented.   

SO PLEASE GO THRU ME I want 

to let everyone know of this 
service.  Maybe you don't have a 

trailer anymore, and could use this 

site.  Maybe you have a trailer 

collecting dust, as mine does 24 

days out of the month, and would 

be willing to put it up for rent.  

Wendy Ebster 

horsewife@ymail.com 

======================= 

 
 

11 YO 14 hh Arabian Gelding 
Endurance Prospect. Codigh 
(“Cody”). Adorable, highly 
personable, super-intelligent, 
Raffles/Indraff (Al Marah) AHA MV 
Double Vision AHR*564422 with 
superb ground manners, lovely 
gaits, Natural Horsemanship 
savvy, and lots of go. Will also 
consider a lease or boarding 
situation where you campaign and 
sell him for the usual and 
customary % of the sale price. 

$2500. Beverley. 
sensei@horsensei.com. Video 
available. 650-868-3379 

 
 

15.1 h gelding turns 9 years old in 
May, chestnut arab great 
trail/pleasure horse. Lots of 
personality!    $ 2,250 Tracy 408 
391-8912 
 

Training and conditioning for 
you and your horse:  Winter 
rains, cold and snow slowing down 
you and your horses endurance 
conditioning program?  Horses 
standing in mud?  Are you riding in 
the rain? You will be soon.  We 
can help at Ribley’s Whispering 
Sands Ranch, located in southeast 
California near the Sierra 
mountains with dry desert 
conditions.    Have your horse fit, 
healthy and ready to hit the trails 
soon!  Call Robert Ribley for 
weekly/monthly rates.   
(530) 268-1378 or  
(760) 670-7677    
email: mribley@wildblue.net 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
For sale: BCR Katherina Bey, 
2A337107-1999 ¾ Arab Bay mare, 
15 hands, Echstrordinary X Fad-
Tiffany. Sweepstakes nominated. 
Price $3,500 
Has had lots of training (including 
Natural Horsemanship) but has no 
one to ride her at present. Strong 
uphill horse, surefooted, has 
considerable trail experience. With 
some conditioning she could be 
ready for a 50 in short order. 
Barbara McCrary 
bigcreekranch@wildblue.net 
 

 

 

bigcreekranch@wildblue.net
mailto:alex@northcpa.com
horsewife@ymail.com
http://www.haulyourhorse.com/
horsewife@ymail.com
mailto:sensei@horsensei.com
mribley@wildblue.net
bigcreekranch@wildblue.net


TAX SERVICE – Specializing in 

horses. 

 

Trilby – 408-997-7500 

 

======================== 

Saddle for sale:  

Black Albion dressage saddle in 

good condition, $1,100 or obo.  It 

is an 18 MM K2 06651, saddle # 

28740 which has been widened a 

bit and restuffed by David Gilpin.  

Please contact Judy Etheridge at 

925 862-0232 or 

misxfire@yahoo.com for 

information. 

======================== 

Horse boarding facility at  20535 

Rome Drive, San Jose, California. 

Stalls: $270.00, pasture $200.00 

feed twice a day hi-grade oat and 

alfalfa. 96 X 48 uncovered outdoor 

arena. We clean. Shavings 

available.  1.25 miles to entrance 

to the Quicksilver County Park 

(3600 acres and 19.2 miles of 

manicured trails). I provide my 

trailer for use to boarders. My 

place borders the Quicksilver Park. 

 

Trilby – 408-997-7500 

 

========================== 

HORSE MANAGEMENT 

WORKSHOP 

Topics Covered 

“Gentle to Ride” “Developing Feel 

Between Horse and Rider” How 

the Horse Learns” “Control the 

Feet, Control the Mind” “Tack 

Function & Construction” “Build 

Good Habits, Discourage Bad 

Ones” 

Presented by ERIC HOUGHT from    

McKinleyville, CA    

 $200.00 per person only 10 

people and their horses per 

workshop which provides more 1 

on 1 time… 

Friday August 27
th
 6:00pm-

08:00pm open discussion snacks 

and beverages available… 

Saturday August 28
th
 09:00am-

4:00pm 

Sunday August 29
th
 09:00am-

4:00pm  

LAKESIDE STABLES on McKean 

Road across from Calero 

Reservoir in San Jose, CA 

HORSE MANAGEMENT 

WORKSHOP 

Fri 08/27 (optional) 08/28 and 

8/29/2010 09:00am to 04:00pm 

(break for lunch) 

Rider/Student Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

e-mail address: 

Horse’s Name: 

Breed:                              

 

Age: 

Primary Use: 

Pleasure/Trail         

Endurance        

Show 

WORKSHOP GOALS: 

 

 

Mail your registration form to: 

Mary Anderson 

5860 Sentinel Street 

San Jose, CA 95120 

408-891-8878    e-mail: 

horsemileage@hotmail.com 

All registration forms must be 

submitted prior to June 15, 2010 

due to limited class size. 

================

Sold your item? Let 

me know, so I can 

take it off the list! 

EH 

================ 
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN THE QUICKSILVER RIDERS!!!!! 
FIRST: We need your name    ______________________________________________________________________ 

And then your address            ______________________________________________________________________ 

And your phone number, Fax, e-mail      ______________________________________________________________           

   _____________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                             

And then we need your money! Senior membership is $ 25                  __ 

 

Junior membership is $ 15                    _ 

                                     (a junior is under 16 years of age)                     .         

Total enclosed $                    _ 

 

Why join the Quicksilver Endurance Riders? You will have the opportunity to participate in poker rides, moonlight rides, 

endurance rides, trail projects as well as attend monthly meetings, the Christmas party and the annual awards ceremony 

and saving the best for last, you will meet the best friends you will ever have! 

How are our dues spent? Annual Yearbook/Calendar; monthly Newsletter; a representative voice in local horse politics; 

trail maintenance and improvement projects; year-end awards and monthly meetings.  

 

Send your 2010 dues, checks made out to:  Quicksilver Endurance Riders, Inc. 

 

Mail to Membership Chairperson:  Maryben Stover 

1299 Sandra Drive 

San Jose, CA 95125-3535 

 408 265-0839 

May your and your horse(s) have a  

wonderful year riding together as members  

of the Quicksilver Endurance Riders!!! 

Quicksilver Endurance Riders, Inc. 

P.O. Box 71 

New Almaden, CA 95042 

 


