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President’s Message – April 2017 
 

 

Well it is finally officially springtime, and a new ride season is 
upon us. However, Old Man Winter refuses to leave. It's like an 
April Fools joke. Just when you think it's drying out and you can 
start repairing and riding the trails, it dumps another three inches 
of rain. Needless to say, I'm antsy to start really riding. All winter 
long I've been doing laps in the arena and riding about three miles 
of trail that managed to stay open. It seemed like the perfect day 
to investigate some trail, the day was sunny, hadn't rained in a 
week or two, and the creek looked low enough to cross. I decided 
to check out a main trail in the area, Railroad Grade, to see how it 
fared this winter. The first part of the trail was unremarkable, a few 
downed trees, no big deal. Then I came around a corner; it was 
like hitting a brick wall. The hillside had collapsed  onto the trail. It 
was the size of a three story building with redwood trees still 
standing like candles. It reminded me of a Mud Pie birthday cake. 
Well, it may be a while before we can use that trail again, but I'm 
ready to start going to rides, socializing, and quit this winter 
hibernation thing. I hope you're ready to come out of hibernation 
also. Please join us for April activities. 

 
Club meeting April 19th 5:30 at Tony and Alba's Pizza, 226 

Mount Hermon Rd, Scotts Valley. Speakers at 7:00 
Julie Suhr: Early days of Endurance Riding and How it all got 

started. 
Barbara McCrary: Manager of Swanton Pacific 100 and 

Castle Rock rides, discusses all that goes into managing and 
organizing a modern day endurance ride. Not for the faint of heart. 
I am sure you will appreciate your managers more after hearing 
what they do for the love of the sport. 

 
On April 23rd Quicksilver is joining with the Santa Cruz 

Horseman's to put on an "Introduction to Endurance Riding" clinic. 
The details are in the flyer that is posted in the Quips on page 3. 
Please bring anyone interested in endurance riding. Thanks to Jill 
Kilty- Newburn for organizing this. 

 
I hope to see you all there.  

 
 
Jeanine 
 

Officers 
 

President……...Jeanine McCrary 
Vice President……...Elisabet Hiatt 
Secretary…….…Melissa Broquard 
Treasurer…...…...Trilby Pederson 

Board Members 
 

Jill Kilty-Newburn 
Jayne Perryman 
Katie Webb 
 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Barbara McCrary 
bigcreekranch@wildblue.net 
 

Quicksilver on the Web 
 

http://www.qser.net/ 
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Wednesday, April 19—Meeting, Tony & Alba's, Scotts Valley  

Julie Suhr—Endurance beginnings 
Barbara McCrary—Castle Rock early days and steps to 

managing an endurance ride 
Sunday, April 23—SCCHA and QS Clinic, Intro to  

Endurance Riding 
May TBD—Ice cream social at Trilby's? 

Planning for Fireworks ride 
Saturday, July 15—Fireworks ride 

Saturday, August 26—plan Quicksilver, recap 
Fireworks, riding meeting—location TBD—possible camping 

Saturday, October 7—Quicksilver Fall Classic ride 
December 9 (tentative) - Holiday Party—location TBD 

Quicksilver 2017 Calendar     

 
 
 
 

 
Marvin Snowbarger's first recorded AERC rides were 
in 1985. Between 1985 and 2009, he rode 180 LD 
miles and 3,570 miles of endurance (9 of those were 
100 milers!). Although he retired from endurance in 
2009 he remains a member of the Quicksilver club to 
this day. Marvin was accidentally left out of the 2017 
Q'Silver calendar, but we wanted to make sure every-
one had a chance to see how good he and his wife 
(well, he insists she is his wife, but we think she is his 
daughter!) look today. The picture was taken in the 
Spring of 2016, along the creekside of the Los Alami-
tos Creek Trail.  Joyce and Marvin use this trail fre-
quently. 
We may no longer see him on a horse, but we are 
glad he is still a member of our awesome club!  
 
Submitted by Elisabet Hiatt 
 
(Your Quips editor first became acquainted with 
Marvin in the 1970s when he was a very active Ride 
& Tie runner/rider.) 
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SF Riding Info 
Golden Gate Park 

 
 

*Limited time only! 3/29/17 - 5/20/17 
 
 

Attention all San Francisco horseback riding enthusiasts. Horseback riding in Golden Gate park is finally back again. 
Riders have sorely missed these pristine and beautiful riding trails that provide hours of fun, peace, calm and relaxation 
on the back of some of the finest horses in the country. Prepare yourself for a treat as you experience this breathtaking 
beauty, with views of the Pacific Ocean, lush scenery and that always crisp and fresh ocean breeze. 

We have rides and horses for all experience levels. The nostalgia is thick in the air, as you can feel the 130 year his-
tory of horses and horseback riding in San Francisco. Now you can experience again the more than 12 miles of trails 
with exciting daily guided rides. 

Come ride with us now and experience for the first time in decades, the legendary riding trails at San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Park. Potagold Adventures Riding Stables is located south of John F Shelley Drive between Spreckles 
Lake, Golden Gate Park Stadium, and Lindley Meadow. We’ll see you on the trails… 

 

John McLaren Park 

 

*Limited time only! 4/2/17 - 5/20/17 
 
 

Welcome to Potagold’s second San Francisco horseback riding stable at John McLaren Park. This park is the sec-
ond largest in the San Francisco, second to Golden Gate Park. Just like our Golden Gate Park location, you will experi-
ence beautiful rides, presenting breathtaking scenery and pristinely fresh air, as the cares of the world just begin to melt 
away. There’s just something about riding a beautiful, well cared for horse, in one of the most beautiful parks in the 
country that makes you forget what the word “stress” even means. 

Some of the features of John McLaren Park include picnic areas, game courts, a golf course, amphitheater, and an 
immense natural area of scenic meadows. Either before or after your ride, you will surely find plenty to enjoy, to make an 
entire day of it. 

Experience the impressions of a simpler time when people could stop and enjoy nature around them, all on the back 
of a beautiful horse that is as much in tune with you and with the surroundings of the park itself. A little bit of heaven on 
earth awaits you as you explore John McLaren Park on horseback. 

We offer rides for all ages and experience levels and really look forward to riding with you soon. 
 
 

Submitted by Janice Frazier 

Cuyama Oaks 
2017 

By Sarah Gray 
 

Sarah on her horse, Simmer, 
beautifully framed by a glorious 
rainbow. Story and more photos 
on page 7... 
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Cuyama Oaks 2017 
By Sarah Gray 
 

Cuyama Oaks was last week and it was just fantastic.  Spring flowers bloomed across the hillsides making them look 
like someone took a yellow highlighter and ran it across the hills.  The sky was bright blue and vast with spots of dra-
matic clouds forming tall pillars and then blowing away.  The whole valley was exploding spring, crisp air and singing 
birds. 

You might have guessed my ride was successful by my chipper demeanor.  Simmer and I completed our first con-
secutive three-day ride (155 miles).  We finished strong and sound!  Long live the Duck! 

This year we did not go through the valley of death (I not so fondly named it myself), the valley that we rode through 
last year, that had miles of boulders for the horses to practice rock climbing on (three cheers for skipping it this year).  
We rode through many of the same trails other than that.  The muddy bogs seemed to be tolerable.  Day two we climbed 
the ridge and then rode along for a few miles.  Here the sky was vast and stunning.  There were views for miles, and 
light rain kept us cool all morning.  See the rainbow in the picture?  I know, not quite as stunning as the dark bay at the 
bottom of it.  That is Simmer!  He is my marvelous horse!  He ate and drank constantly the whole weekend (secret to a 
great endurance horse).  Such a good boy. 

The ride camp was perfect, wide open and views abound.  Anne and Dave took great care of everyone, with fabu-
lous meals, plenty of water for the horses and a fairly organized ride.  I left my GPS at home, so the few times I was off 
trail were my own fault.  The people were wonderful as always.  My neighbors on either side were welcoming and friend-
ly!  My dear endurance friends were full of stories on the long trails. 

If you can make the trip to Los Padres in two weeks (April 8-9), I highly recommend it!  If you do, I will see you on the 
trail!  ■ 
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Cuyama Oaks 2017 
By Sandy Holder 
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A Letter from John Crandell 
 

I have tremendous respect for John Crandell.  He has given me permission to quote his letters.    Julie Suhr 

 
You’re welcome to quote this and anything else I write. John Crandell 

 You’re very correct in making this a priority to write about.  This animal welfare issue is much more severe here in 
U.S.A. than anywhere else, in fact it practically emanates from here.  It’s very difficult to put a precise measure on the 
sum total amount of suffering this causes, but it clearly dwarfs a lot of other animal welfare issues in its scope. 

  
The outside world sees this.  It compromises the validity of any voice we might have in animal welfare arguments.   

Just because we choose to protect our own egos by regarding this issue as a separate thing, apart from other aspects of 
animal welfare doesn’t make the rest of the world see it that way.   They realize that it is all one thing, and integral part of 
having a an accurate and ethos sensitive regard for animal welfare.   They are right in realizing that there are better ways 
to see animals than ours, that more traditional animal cultures as not actually so far from the goal of optimum welfare 
when all is said an done. 

  
I often get asked about things like this by people struggling with an end of life decision regarding a horse.   I often 

supply this perspective: 
  
Imagine a herd of feral horses running wild and free. They’re all fit and healthy and happy because nature 

would not have anything else.  Imagine your horse running in this herd.  Where in this herd is your horse run-
ning? Is he/she in the front of the herd; in the middle; or in the rear, the first within reach of the wolves?  

  
We honor our horses by realizing that their ethos of “living” may be vastly different than the legally derived definition 

we humans force upon each other.  There is more to “life” than having a cardio heart-beat. 
  
It is said the horse have five hearts.  One in the chest, and one in each hoof.  An active horse moves as much blood 

with his hooves as his heart. Horses are obligate movers.  As they lose their ability to move, they also loose their liveli-
ness.  All that is left is a melancholy shell.   They are always stoic about it.  They do not dwell on their condition and con-
tinue to live each moment as that is all they know how to do, but that does not mean that these days are adding to the 
sum and average of happiness in their total lives. 

  
I want to be able to say that my horses had an average level of happiness in their total lives not much worse than 

those wild horses.   I don’t want to string on a lot of melancholy days in the end that only pull that average level of happi-
ness in their lives down.   When we take on the responsibility of horse ownership, we also take on the responsibility to be 
the wolf. 

  
Great to hear from you! 
  
Regards, 
  
John Crandell  
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This article was submitted by Jeanine McCrary and was taken from 

the Western Horsemen magazine, September 2015, to alert all riders of 
the possible dangers caused by the extremely wet winter we have just 
passed through. Here in Swanton, where Jeanine and I live, the creeks 
rose very high, too high for horses to cross. Our trails have been repeat-
edly blocked by fallen trees of considerable size, with washouts and un-
dercuts, just as described in the article Notice the coincidence of "Big 
Creek"; there must be a Big Creek just about everywhere in the United 
States. We know about the floods and the trapped horses in the hills south 
of San Jose, so we know what some of you have been through already. 

 
As a precautionary measure, check your trails before you venture out 

this spring so you may avoid the terrifying experience described by the 
author.  

 
We credit Western Horsemen magazine for this article. 
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Classifieds and Services 

CRANIOSACRAL THERAPY FOR HORSE AND RIDER 
 

Are you curious about how craniosacral therapy can improve your riding, your horse’s gaits and total well 
being?  Craniosacral therapy can enable structural and emotional balance to yourself or your horse by work-
ing through and releasing old physical and/or emotional traumas (whether you remembered it or not!) in relax-
ing non-invasive bodywork sessions. 

Are you uncomfortable while riding?  I also offer saddle fit and gait evaluations for both you and your 
horse, unmounted and mounted, to help you identify and trouble shoot sticky spots as a Better Balance Ses-
sion.  I look at all aspects from rider imbalance to hoof imbalance and offer solutions to achieve Better Bal-
ance between you and your horse as a whole so that you can go the distance with joy.   

We can discuss your issues and curiosities in detail in a free no-obligation telephone or email consulta-
tion.  Please contact me to schedule a phone conversation or just shoot me an email! 
 

Kathy Mayeda, EBW-CST, CMT 
(408) 763-0977 

klmayeda@gmail.com 

mailto:klmayeda@gmail.com
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For Rent 
 

I have a house for rent for $2,300/month.  It is one bedroom/one bath 
modern kitchen, washer, dryer, nice living area and dining area, morning  
sun, garage and game or office room, two decks, patio area,  3.4 acres,  
small shed/barn, fenced, lots of room for vegetable or flower garden,  

private drive, no other houses visible from it. Newly painted inside and outside.  
Off of Glenwood Drive in Scotts Valley, CA 

       Call Julie Suhr at 831-335-5933 or e-mail marinera@aol.com 

QS Member Janice Frazier Re-homes Kit t ies 
Need a mouser for your farm? 

 
 I am working on saving owner surrenders from local shelter that are not friendly enough to pass shel-
ter behavior evaluation and no rescue is stepping up to take them...usually they are so stressed at shel-
ter they are hissing or swatting.   They are end up on the euthanasia list since owner surrenders, they 
can't be just TNRd - they need homes!  These cats are back to friendly usually once out of shelter, yet 
take no crap, so good mousers!  
 Most have experience with other cats, but will be happy solo as well.  And we can deliver!  
Its best to proper bond them by keeping it/them confined we can lend equipment if needed, or  a small 
room (bathrooms or office spaces are ideal) for a couple of weeks so they know it's its their new home. 
We give you all kinds of info to help with process, and food and litter to help with acclimation. 
 Fixed, vaccinated, and microchipped, treated for fleas etc. We just want to help save these cats, they 
don't deserve to die because of the owners situation... I have 8 to do right now.  Get a jump on rodent 
season!  
 Email janice.frazier@sbcglobal.net or call (408) 390-1226 for more information. I do this year round 
now, so even if you don't need them now there'd be some later (sadly.) More kitties available... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Wanted To Buy 
     DOG  KENNEL 

   Chain link, any size 
  

Please call or email 
Michelle 831-427-1533 

montra7003@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:marinera@aol.com
mailto:janice.frazier@sbcglobal.net
mailto:montra7003@sbcglobal.net
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Classifieds 

 

"TEN FEET TALL, STILL" 
 

My first book, Ten Feet Tall, Still, is out of print, but is now an e-book for downloading at Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble and some other places. One Hundred Percent of the proceeds  

go to the AERC Trails Fund and the WSTF Trails Fund. 
 

Julie Suhr (831) 335-5933 

WANTED   

 Looking to buy or borrow a pair of basic, old style Easy boots, size 000 or pony size. Contact 
Elisabet at lazo@ucsc.edu or 831-234-4732 

FOR SALE 
 

7 year-old  Arabian gelding, 15 hands, professionally trained for endurance rides. AERC registered. 
Needs middleweight, intermediate rider. Easy keeper. $5,500 OBO. 

Call owner Jeffrey Luternauer: 831-476-1407 
Trainer Kelly Eynon: 831-588-4185 

Kelly@KellyEynon.com 

mailto:lazo@ucsc.edu


17 

 

 



18 

 

HERO RANCH—ALMADEN AREA  
 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
PERFECT FOR ENDURANCE HORSES 

GREAT FOR RETIREES 
 

Our pastures are real pastures and not crowded (See photo above.)   We have trail access to Santa 
Teresa, Quicksilver and this year the new open space will give us access to Calero and Casa Loma 

(with just a short ride down McKean).  Huge paddocks with lots of room.  Rates have been reduced to 
$310 for pasture and $350 for paddocks.  New tennants are offered $50 off of their third month of 

board.  Paddocks vary in size and some have stalls, some have shelters and some are open.  We do 
not charge our boarders for trailer parking.  Top quality grass/alfalfa hay fed twice a day.  Ring is 

open to boarders when lessons are not being held.  Round pen available anytime.  Centered riding 
lessons are available with three-time world champion.    

 
Call Maryben: 408-265-0839 or e-mail to merryben@live.com 

Classifieds 

HORSE BOARDING FACILITY  
 

20535 Rome Drive, San Jose, California. 
Stalls: $320.00, pasture $220.00,  

fed twice a day high-quality  
orchard-alfalfa mix hay.  

96' X 48' uncovered outdoor arena. We clean. Shavings available.  1.25 miles to entrance to the Quicksilver 
County Park (3600 acres and 19.2 miles of manicured trails). I provide my trailer for use to boarders.  

My place borders Quicksilver Park.  
 

Trilby – (408) 997-7500 

mailto:merryben@live.com
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CENTERED RIDING® LESSONS  
 

Help your horse use him/herself effectively while going down the trail.   
Take the stress out of your body and your horse's body.  

Find out how to have a better seat and make your horse more comfortable. 
Centered Riding® lessons available with  

Level 3 Centered Riding instructor.  Clinics available upon request.  
 

Becky Hart 
 

 (408) 425-5860 

 

TAX SERVICES  -  Specializing in horses  
 

Trilby — (408) 997-7500 

PRINTING SERVICES  
For Quicksilver club ride managers. Our club now has a color duplex printer that is located in the home of 
Becky and Judith. You can do the printing at the cost of 25¢ per page color and 6¢ per page B&W, if you 

provide the paper. If you e-mail the printable files to Becky, she will do the printing for you at the cost of 27¢ 
per page color and 8¢ per page B&W, including the paper.   

E-mail Becky: bghart@garlic.com 

Services 

AMERICAN RIVER RIDE CLASSIC APRIL 29TH 
 

DRIVER AVAILABLE 
I can meet you in the South Bay area or Gilroy 

 

Michelle 
831-427-1533 

mailto:bghart@garlic.com
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H umor and BirthdaysH umor and Birthdays  

 

H appy  A pril Birthdays H appy  A pril Birthdays   
to our  Quicksilver M embers  and to our  Quicksilver M embers  and 

Endurance FriendsEndurance Friends  

IRONY ... Explained in pictures 

City Slicker:  "This will be the first time I ever got on a horse." 
Wrangler: "Do you want an English or a Western saddle?" 
City Slicker: "What's the difference?" 
Wrangler: "Well, the English saddle is flat, while the Western saddle has this horn in the front." 
City Slicker: "Better give me the English saddle. I don't expect to be riding in traffic." 
 

And a Little Philosophy… 
 

The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; it is 
 dearness only that gives everything it value.  Thomas Paine (1737-1809) 

 
Under everyone's hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated. 
 
There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face. 
 
Judge your success not only by what you have become, but what others have become because of you. 
 
When quitting is no longer the answer, you are halfway there. 
 

Don Brown 5 

Melissa Ribley 8 

Kimberly Peterson 9 

Kathy Brayton 20 

Julie Suhr 21 

Katie Alton 21 

Jill Kilty-Newburn 22 

Breanna Chamberlin 27 
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN THE QUICKSILVER RIDERS!!!!! 
 
FIRST: We need your name    
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

And then your address            
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
And your phone number, Fax, e-mail      
___________________________________________________________________________________________           
   
___________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                             

 
And then we need your money! Senior membership is $ 30  ___________ 

 
Junior (under 16 years of age) membership is $ 20  ___________ 

 
Family membership is $ 45  ___________ 

 
If you want a printed copy of Quips mailed to you (as opposed to PDF file e-mailed) add $15  ___________ 

    
Total enclosed  $ ______________ 

 
Why join the Quicksilver Endurance Riders? You will have the opportunity to participate in poker rides, 
moonlight rides, endurance rides, trail projects as well as attend monthly meetings, the Christmas party, 
and the annual awards ceremony; saving the best for last, you will meet the best friends you will ever 
have! 
How are our dues spent? Annual Yearbook/Calendar; monthly Newsletter; a representative voice in local 
horse politics; trail maintenance and improvement projects; year-end awards and monthly meetings.  
 
Send your dues, checks made out to:  Quicksilver Endurance Riders, Inc. 
 
Mail to Membership Chairperson:  Maryben Stover 

1299 Sandra Drive 
San Jose, CA 95125-3535 
(408) 265-0839 

 
 
May your and your horse(s) have a  
wonderful year riding together as  
Quicksilver Endurance Riders!!! 

        “Life outside of endurance? I don’t think so.”      
                                                

Dave Rabe  

"Nothing can stop a man with the right mental attitude from achieving his 
goal; nothing on earth can help the man with the wrong mental attitude." 

 
Thomas Jefferson 
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Mission Statement of Quicksilver Endurance Riders, Inc. 

 QSER exists to promote the sport of endurance riding by conducting 
endurance rides and advocating for equestrian trails.  It seeks to provide a 

model for the highest standards of sportsmanship and horsemanship 
within the context of this sport. It supports and provides educational 

events and leadership in each of these areas. 

Quicksilver Endurance Riders, Inc. 
P.O. Box 71 

New Almaden, CA 95042 

 


